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All being well, later this year I will have published a new book on 
Northumbrian dragon legends. Author, columnist, world-renowned crypto­
zoologist and Ef subscriber Dr Karl Shuker kindly contributed a 
foreword . 
• His interest has led him, quite unfairly, to be labelled one of 

Britain's nuttiest professors• <"Raving Brainiacs" by John H in.�l!ght 
& Day, The Mail on Sunday magazine>. The article mentions his own dragon 
book - "that one l S  mytholgy" -- but erroneously the pen portrait 
claims be's "the man who believes in giant Scottish squirrels" but as 
the actual piece points out he discovered an Australian wombat 
deceased. Apparently Karl's PhU was an investigation into hOWf

1
an upside 

down fish mates -- hardly hilarious or kama sutra invoking. The 
remainder was standard condensed c�ptozoological fare. 

Another friend of FF is Sergeant Eddie Bell, animal liaison officer for 
Durham Constabular� who has been in our columns with regard to the 
"Durham puma" and other alien bi g cats. 

His latest foray into the media spotlight, however, involved a 
pregnant white mouse and a police car exhaust pipe. The pet was 
accompanying Fiona Hamilton as she and boozy friends Sonia Fowler and 
Janet �aters walked to a Chinese takeaway. On the way, Darlington 
magistrates heard, the mouse j umped into the exhaust of a car parked 
behind Cockerton police station. Five officers found Ham.ilton on her 
knees rootling around the pipework. Things turned nasty when the bobbies 
asked how the rodent got there and Hamilton stormed: "It doesn't tucking 
matter. It's my tucking mouse and it's going to die." 

F� ona, 25, was bound over for a year for a breach of the peace, and 
Son1a, 3e, and Janet, 34, a l l  o1 Darlington, Co. Durham, were given a 
12-month conditional discharge tor causing the late-night mayhem. 

As for the mouse, when Sgt Bell arrived at 8am next day he checked 
that it wasn't in the engine and had a colleague start th� car. The 
mouse then "shot out of the exhaust." Two days later Mini gave birth to 
eight litt l e  mice and Sgt Be l l adopted it. <The Sport, 24/12/97; D. 
Teleffraph, 7/2/98). 
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A TEENAGE&1rih.S' l 
·cl���:: !':��1';:re'i. � • Inside we have a varied se l ection. Once again can I ask readers 

to send clippings. There ' s  e�en an international snip here, a cl­
assic hysteria rumour from the S�L-�Q��frJ_qa_jj_�s_of 
1/4/08, monitored by Ade Dimmock. A l so the counterfeit scare on 
the same page has similarities, coming from The Guardian for 
31/12191, monitored bv Peter Christie. 

-----·--· · 

i �ront cover picture relates to my Dukeries artic l e  and 
shows l ocomotive 58049 at �orksop, with The Mallard entrance on 
to the p l atform on the far left <photo by Alan Hopkins>. 

n11nt with Blgfoot'a 
' 

child. 
Pretty Ablg1111 Hutch, 

19, of Ark11ns1151 seya 
she made love with the 

h11lry seven-loot beast 
11fter lt C8me to her re• 

cue when atle w11a 
neelng from the grip of 

• would-be rapist. 
The college student 

says she Wlls 11 virgin 
before tier encounter. 

/�c SfGRT t1/ttl9'i 

"INVISIBLE PRI!ICE" OF 't'ORKSUJ: 

By Paul Screeton 

I offer you a Dukeries detective story without 3 solution. l've done 
some spadework on this underground mystery and hope this account whets 
others' appetites to consider whether there 1s a geomantic d1111Qnsion. It 
not, it is a rattling good example of eccentricity, both tactually and 
in fiction. 

Although Booker-nominated novel The Underground M.an. <1>, by lli.l&... 
Jackson, is based upon the life of 't'illiam John Cavendish Bentinck­

Scott, fifth Duke of Portland, there are additions, om.issions and subtle 

changes regarding the "Invisible Prince." 

The duke was a reclusive, hugely wealthy Victorian aristocrat with a 
penchant for subterranean passages and chambers. My attention was drawn 
to a claim that the largest of these was wide enough for two coaches to 
pass, running from the ancestral home, Yelbeck Abbey, to Yorksop railway 
station. <2> 

Knowing this Nottinghamshire mecca for rail enthusiasts well, I 

thought I would check out this particular "fact• for myself. For, 

guessed, the most likely terminus for the tunnel seemed the former 

buffet at the station, currently masquerading as The Mallard <named 

after the record-breaking steam locomotive>, a small, convivial one-bar 

pub. There had been some alterations since I was last there in the mid-

1980s when it was owned by Bill Southard <there being no longer direct 

access to the platform -- "in case someone having had too much to drink 

fell under a train" one of the two current brother eo-owners told me>. 

Although a shadow of its former prolific rail movements, there is still 

plenty for the avid trainspotter to observs. <3> 

Bill once had cellar work to do, trustingly leaving me in charge for 
20 minutes; and it was this cellar and basement used by a folk club <an 
upper room was used by Freemasons> which made me connect with the 
alleged tunnel. <4> However, one of the 199� eo-owners assured me there 
was no tunnel exit there, nor had he heard of one elsewhere at the 
station. 

Now, suspicious of the Guardian-based tunnel credentials, I sought out 
the library/museum and a helpful lady there put a real dampener on the 
quest. Despite Jackson's fictional duke arriving at the station by his 
tunnel, this had to be poetic licence, for the nearest tunnel 
culmination was a mile from the railway at Sparken Hill, by the present 
A57 bypass . 

Much subsequent information is taken from a book the fount-of­
knowledge lady sold me <5>, in which references are made to the 
unfulfilled plans to tunnel to Yhitwell railway station and the 
possibility of a personal halt on the line. 

However, in 1869, the Yorksop Drive tunnel was completed along with 
its 80 "sunlight clusters" of gas lamps <previous to this was the 
underground tramway from the kitchen block to the dining-room, utilising 
a wagon large enough to carry one complete course of a dinner for ten). 

Xy main source is deficient on any organised attempt to present a 
coherent description of the tunnel network or provide any truly 
justifiable reasons for the prodigious constructions. However, hiding 
buildings underground or well away from it, is seen to be so the 
palatial country seat could be seen to best advantage. 
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Nevertheless, we must consider the duke's health. Apparently being 
prone to neuralgia in the slightest chill, his heavy clothes, umbrellas 
and those tunnels would keep him warm and ctry, though the subterranean 
option seems a drastic solution. Shyness insecurity and obsession with 
privacy might also have a bearing on the tunnelling <the land above the 
main tunnel was a public right-of-way>. 

The ultimate expression of the duke's underground experiments was a 
subterranean library with a floor made of waterproot concrete. Also 
proposed in 1872 was an underground chapel <never consecrated or 
ballroom as it somehow became!). Another huge excavation was planned as 
a bachelors' hall, larger than the size of a football pitch, where young 
men could be as rowdy as they wished without disturbing others. 

The works at Yelbeck remained unfinished upon the duke's death on 
December 6, 18?Q. 

I! I have raised questions without a resolution and created 
disappointment, maybe I can make amends by recommending a reading of 
Jackson's book. This sinister fantasy has a number of fictional aspects 
added to the real duke which should interest earth mysterians. At one 
point he visits Creswell Crags, where some of the earliest evidence for 
man • s lee Age habitation were found. Also his rail adventure from 
Vorksop takes him to Edinburgh, where he steals an instrument to perform 
self-trepanation. Not only did he dig under his land, but drilled into 
his head. The novel, alternating between the duke's journal and 
testimonies by servants, is a portrait of a descent into madness. 

As for the original duke, much lagend crystallised around him, 
including an unfair tale of a bonfire of paintings worth a fortune. His 
death led one commentator to write that he was seen either "as a baleful 
wizard or as a benevolent sprite like Robin Goodfellow." <6> 

On a personal note, I would like to recommend �orksop as a charming 
and friendly place; the pubs are particularly hospitable, excellent and 
cheap bar meals being available. One boozer called the Golden Ball has 
been known to local patrons by the nicknames Gilded Testicle and 
Lacquered Knacker! 

Testimony that eccentricity and strangeness is alive and well comes 
from a few cuttings I have recently clipped regarding Worksop people. 

Lookln9 out or the Abbey Brinell entrince of the Worksop Drhe tunneL 

In the Worksop Orhe tunnel. Vlews rroot "The Cuphlc" 8-15 lun 188,, 

1 A mystery woman animal lover rushed on to a busy Vorksop road to 
rescue a pheasant ... and walked off with it,causinga three-car pile-up. 
(7) 
• Vorksop mum Dawn Smith was bravely breastfeeding baby Callum ... born 
with two teeth. <8> 
• That most shamanic of all sports, golf, has as its latest prodigy a 
future Tiger Voods in Worksop's Lee Westwood, already a millionaire at 
24. (9) 
1 And lastly and appropriately back to subterranea. Mourners stared 
askance at Worksop c9metery attar the coffin ot 6tt 3in ex-Barnsley FC 
soccer star John Saunders was too wide for the grave and got stuck six 
inches down. Then was revealed the gravedigger's bare buttocks when his 
trousers slipped to the ground. To add more horror to the jinxed 
funeral, widow Jennifer almost fell into the grave when the edges 
crumbled. <10> 

§I§ POSTSCRIPT.The 5th Duke had a London residence at 19 Cavendish 
Square, called Harcourt House. A tunnel was built in 1862 fr�m the house ' 
to the stables at the end of the garden. This action was to torm a 
cornerstone of rumour which led ultimately to the notorious Druce case 
of 1896-1907, when a long-deceased London merchant's grandson claimedhe 
had been the fifth duke in disguise, moving underground between Harcourt 
House and his shop in Baker Street. George Druce, from Australia's 
outback, claimed to be the true heir to the estate, and said his 
grandfather's grave in Highgate would contain only lead piping. In a 
final act of excavation, Druce's remains were indeed exposed -- as was 
the claimant's seam. 
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BEER GARDEN PARTY UFO 

By PAUL SCREETOH 

FortG&nS must surely live in the hopes that some day they will witness 
some phenomenonological event. A sighting to confirm their neliet there 
is a non-ordinary world out there. One in the eye to skeptics they would 
give their right arm for. 

Yet, as readers should realise, life is not so straightforward. My 
theseis is quite simple. Gifts from strange realms are not always 
appreciated. Bven by those most expected to welcome them with open arms 
-- and open minds. 

"Look, look up there by that plane! It's a UFOIN 

The cry of joy should have brought an amazed, shared reaction from 
the gathered throng. For this was the 1QQ5 Travel and Earth Mysteries 
Society annual garden party at Lionel Beer's home, where members were 
lounging around in the sun, many discussing UFOs. 

The irony was that most members carried on chatting, particularly 
those with a strong ufological interest. Seemingly others, mostly the 
women, pointed out to each other a silvery-white disc speeding upwards 
around a passing aircraft. Their reaction was one of awe and delight. 
UFO-spotter on the day Bileen Roche reported that desultory remarks were 
uttered by those who had not even looked -- wit's not a UFO, of courseu 
-- "Rubbish, it must be a balloonN -- Nit's a joke, it's not true." She 
summed up sadly: NSo, a world in microcosm. Ufologists react much like 
the general public to a report of a sudden sighting of a UFO." (1) 

I have sympathy with the hardly-disguised contempt of this lady 
towards these garden-chair ufologists. A few years ago walking along a 
Devon country road, I stopped to ask a woman stranger if she knew when 
there would be a bus for Tiverton. As she scanned a timetable leaflet I, 
too, spotted a daylight disc. As it passed into clouds she began 
reciting the time of the next bus and I was too polite to interrupt and 
point out the ufological happening. By the time I had assured her I 
understood where and when my transport woul�.be, the UFO had gone. 

Similarly, on a foggy Sunday car trip to visit prehistoric monuments 
in lorthumberland with driver John Yatson, we spooted a fully-grown 
black panther making a leisurely crossing of the road in front of us. 
Vhat did we do? Screech to a halt, get our cameras, pursue it? Ye 
panicked. I was still shaking as we headed into the first pub we next 
encountered. 

Ano�her tale with irony pertinent to this trail of thought concerns two dozen photographers attending a seminar on wedding photography, 
during lQQ�!_!���. ���ckol!!!_.!!��h !79rres, Grampian. ·-- -·--· 

The words and wisdom of American snapper Heidi Kauracher were 
interrupted when it was noticed that the Highland cattle in a nearby 
field were acting strangely. lo, not a black, unmarked helicopter on a 
mutilation mission, but as participant Lea Hester de&cribed: "It was 
about the size of a labrador but definitly feline. It was dun-coloured 
and moved just like a big cat.• Concentration on the speaker and model 
bride accompanying thea outside now lo&t; the party saw the beast run 
beside a fence before darting into the undergrowth. 

Vith so many photographer& present, surely one wa& capable of 
providing incontrovertible film evidence of alien big cats in our midst. 
Vell, no. 

Xr Hester admitted: MYe were at the seminar to look and listen so we 
didn't have our cameras with us . • (U 

T 

Ardent Fortean and chief photographer at the Hartlepool Mail, Dirk 
van der Yerff, several years ago spotted a big cat at Hurworth Burn, 
County Durham, stopped his Xin1 and grabbed a camera from the back seat, 
which was fitted with a long lens. He went through a gap in the hedge he 
assumed it had used, but could get no sight of it, until turning back to 
the car he sighted a large black panther lying lengthways along a ditch 
in front of the hedge on the roadside. 

"I was perhaps within three feet of the cat and I stood frozen in 
fear. It was looking directly ahead to the edge of the ditch and didn't 
seem to se me at first, but then it turned its head and looked up 
towards me. 

"I immediately started to move very slowly and walked backwards to the 
car, praying that it wouldn't come for me. Yhen I touched the car, I 
grabbed the handle and quickly opened the door. I jumped into the seat, 
turned the key and sped straight off along the road. 

" I  feel annoyed with myself that I didn't hang about and take 
photographs, but I was very frightened and wanted to get away as soon as 
possible," recalls Dirk. 

But all is not lost. Beer again. A boozy ufological seminar in a Yigan 
pub in 1996 was interrupted when one of the students cried out, "Look, 
look it's Jesus" and they a!l witnessed a Shroud of Turin-style face of 
Christ. 

At the Orwell pub, paranormal investigator Ian Hawthorne had just 
discussing the phenomenon where holy images can be seen in everyday 
things. Then was spotted the bearded face appearing as paint flaked 
the side of a canal bridge. 0) 

been 

off 

Summing up, is there a reason for some avowed Forteans running away 
mentally or physically from uncanny events? Is the phenomenon itself the 
arbiter? Or is just plain human natura·? 'flhatever, it can be bloody 
embarrassing! 

• • I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

STARTIJG POINT. Tales of the City by Paul Staheli <Liyewire. April/May 
1996 The InterCity mag for East-Coast rail travellers>. Excellent 
o� ew of urban belief tales, taking in the storyteller's social 
aggrandisement, our primal instinctive fears of coaing to harm and the 
unknown, elevating ourselves above contemporary media icons, their 
genesis from news stories with adaptation and evolution, and the fine 
line between telling a FOAF tale which is stupid or one with 
credi bill ty. 

IJ THE NAXE OF PRIDH. Usually-known UBI Architect's Blunder, a variation 
appeared in a travel section <Weekend Telegraph. 22/11/97?. Yriting on 
Anglesey, Byron Rogers <a friend of mine knew him as a swat at school 
where they called him "Prof•> wrote of Holyhead Breakwater <on a 
trainspotting trip around 1971 our bus got stuck trying to reach this 
outpost worked by two class 01 diesels and ripped both side& on the 
narrow walled road), where a Disneyland-style caatle wa& built 150 years 
ago for the engineer. It stillexists, but Rogers was told the engineer 
met an ignominious end -- "He killed himself here. He looked down one 
day, saw the channel he had designed had a kink in it and he couldn't 
bear the shame." 

7 



8 

I'm sure the phenomena of the Chupacabras, or Goatsucker, of Pueno Rico needs 
little introduction to those with an interest in contemporary myth. No where is the 
dividing line between cryptozoology and folklore less apparent, if indeed there is actually 
one at all. The old Goatsucker seems to have been adopted as, "Evidence" to suppon a 
multitude of theories and causes from Extraterrestrial life to escapee laboratory 
experiments gone haywire - It all depends on which account you read. 

But what appears to be at the core of the Cltnacabras shenanigans, is the discovery 
of mutilated animal corpses. Now one goat with puNcture wounds on its neck and drained 
of blood is one thing, but two ... three .... forty? Something, my dear Watson, is afoot. 

Which is why I am becoming concerned over the amount of seal deaths being 
reported in the local north east papers of late. The most spectacular, and puzzling being 
reported in The Journal 15/1/98. Under the banner, "Police Solve Blood on Beach 
Mystery". Apparently a couple out walking had alerted the local police about a gruesome 
trail of blood leading down a flight of steps to a local beach. Fearing the blood belonged 
to some unfortunate person, a full scale investigation was launched. 

However, after detailed forensic analysis, it was revealed that the blood was not 
human, but was believed to have come from a seal. Fingers were pointed at local 
fisherman who some believed, were killing seals for raiding their nets. "Not so", cried the 
fisherfolk, who although admitting their catches have been reduced by marauding seals. 
denied anyone besides a madman would actually go to the lengths of killing and butchering 
one. A crazed crusty old sea dog with a hatred of Pinnipedia roaming the north east 
coast? 

( feel our somewhat conservative local press have been rather slow on the uptake 
with regard to the potential of this incident, and. think a more daring editor would have 
wasted no time in introducing the good readers to (Dan da-dan Dan Dan), THE 
SEALSUCKER. 

For a spooky kick off, no body was actually found - just the bloody trail. And the 
police supposition was that the trail had come from, " ... a seal which had been killed and 
dragged down the steps eo the beach". The italics are mine. I can't pretend to be 
Inspector Morse, but surely it would be more logical for a seal to have been killed on the 
beach and if anything, its carcass dragged up the stairs to leave the trail? Or perhaps the 
blood came from an escapee mutant ninja seal which had been bred in a top secret military 
establishment in Whitley Bay .... - I've always wondered what was in that white dome at 
Spanish City. 

Perhaps noting the newsworthy status of seal carcasses, The Northumberland 
Gazette 16/1!98 reported that the discovery of some bones washed up on the coast had 
sparked off a murder fear in the small costal village of Beadnell. After a brief police 
investigation, the bones turned out to be those of a seal. Not even a blood trail left here, 
the Sealsucker had left nowt but a few gnawed bones. A month or two later, The 
Northumberland Gazette 13/3!98 is obviously as concerned as me about the Sealsucker's 
activities when they report that the carcass of a seal had to be removed from the beach at 
Seahouses Golf Club. An official of the club refused to comment as to the reason for the 
corpses removal, but perhaps it is significant that he actually hung up the telephone when I 
began to probe the club's strict dress code. '· . 

"Sealsucker my arse!" I hear you cry. The north east coast has a healthy 
population of seals, and one of the largest colonies of Grey Seals is in the Farne Islands, 
just off the coast of Seahouses. The odd dead seal is no proof of Sealsucking skulduggery. 
OK then, so why have the newspapers began to find seal corpses so newsworthy? - Nope, 
neither do I, but one must suppose that goat deaths were not particularly headline grabbing 
until some brave soul in the San Juan Bugle tallied them up and announced the arrival of 
El Chupacabras to the world. Remember, you heard it hear first. And I'm going into the 
T shirt business. 

Writing about seals made me inevitably think of over-rated 80's singing sensation, 
Seal. Or more particularly of the stories involving the mystery origin of his facial scars. 
I seem to remember hearing tales of strange African scarification rites, although nasty acne 
was also mentioned. As far as I know, no one ever asked the guy what they were - Well, 
you don't do you. The taboo associated with asking such questions to people in the public 
eye leads inevitably to rumour. And more recendy I have heard various theories being 

banded around as to the mystery impediment to singer. Gabriel's hidden eye. The favorite 
seems to have been an optic defect present from birth. although car and domestic accidents 
were also certainly in the running. 

Fears that the youth of 
today lack injenuity is 
certainly a myth. Take 
for example the growing 
amount of every day 
substances which, when 
abused correctly, can get 
you high. Not content 
with sniffing and snorting 
every product in B&Q, the 
ingenious little buggers 
have worked out that 

. apparently if you heat 
shampoo m a spoon and inhale the fumes. intoxication results. Not any old shampoo 
though, Oh no, its got to be from the award winning Pantene range. Although as far as 
I am aware. the press have yet to launch their inevitable moral crusade, the threat of our 
kid� wandering ar?un� o

_
ff thei� heads (& Shoulders?) on Pro V fumes is allegedly taken so 

senously. that pohce tn mner c1ty areas have alerted officers to take note of areas littered 
with. �ancene b_ottles and 

_
blackened spoons. So if your teenage kid's nasal hair is in great 

cond1t1on despite staggermg around in a drunken haze, I'd switch to Vosene. me. 

KILROY, who was there, has gone. 
On the other band, he may still be 
here. You can never tell with 
history's most ubiquitous man. He 
was always turning up when least 
expected. 

F'n.ncl.s KJ.Iroy, said to be the originator of the Kllroy-Was-Here caJllnlf-card that ..,... scrawled, daubed and caned �here In the wake ..,.. and. lni!XliUcably, often In advance - of Amerle��o'a Ochttnc men. has died In Boston and has been buried with utonlshlnc� UtUe ceremony, oonsldertng hla statu.. a.s a folk lecend. . . . 

�i _ _  

John Tait. 

Daily Mail, Monday. -�a!ch 23,_1 987. 
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Railway volunteer arranges 
his own funeral train 

STEAM railway volunteer from the Midlands has 
. become the first enthusiast to pre-book his own funeral 

tnin • OYtn thooeft it could be <U�Other lO or 10 years 

befor-. he's ready to make his final 1ournoy. 

The enthusiast. Slid to be from Scoko-on-Trent <U�d In 
his early SOs. hu seleaed the neam locomotive ol his 

choice • BR Standard 1-6-4T No. 80080 • specified the 
music to be played durinc his 'fltlll journey' - •nd even 

chosen the menu for the mourners who willoccompany 

his coffin down the lino to the Midland Railway Cenu.'s 

own Woodland Butiol Ground at Swanwlck. when the 

time comes. 
p .. ce Burials. the Onnskiri<. Lancashire company which 

in 1995 set up the UK's lint 1\.noral train 'packace' 

•areomenu with the Midland Railway Cenue and the 

I.Ancollen Raltway, has completed all the •rnncemenu for 
what direaor M•ry Hollatrat promises wiU be "a very 

penonal and dicnlfted funeral." 
She declined to ldendfy the enthusiast • an aai•e 

volunt .. r frolm an:th•r uns",:cilled n!:y� but.. • . 
-� . . . .  • . �-,... . .. ,:;: ·���r'' 

. .. . 1..::-·.:..::. ···�· ........ �,.. :4".:\..,.!-o-

NEWS EXCLUSIVE 
BY DAVID WILCOCK 

confinned that the tnin is the first that Peace Burials 

have been uked to arrance in which the body of the 

deceued will be carried on board. <U�d then interred u a 

llneside crave. The HRC did. however. run cwo trains for . 

Peace Burials lut year in which the uhes of the doceued �: 
wore carried. <U�d later scattered. [ .. 

"for someone who has had a lifetime love of_tn_ins. it's f:, 
a lovely war to eo." said Mary Mallatnt. whose ln&uatlv• · p, 
for '!homed railway funerals' wu first disclosed to Steam 
Aoilwoy readers in December 1995. Peace Burials wu also 

in the process of makinc similar steam-hauled funeral �-. 
tnin plans for three other clienu. she said. . 

· 
The Uancollen Railway hu yet to run a funeral tnon, 

but said Mary Hallatnt: "There has been • lot of interest • . 
not just from men but ladles too. wher

. 

e perhaps the line 

holds fond memories of childhood days, or because , 
people have had happy umes on the doninc tnins:' �-

;�"'"" .. ;� -�;��1:/'' ·:�l.������-. 

Murder hysteria grips school 
BY GASJUIT Aluuloall 

1 Lenasia South pri­ll mary school pupils 
have been so trauma· 
tised by a spate of m uti 
killings in an informal 
settlement near their 

l township that their 1 imaginations are now 

I 
feeding their fears. 

I . -� .· . Last week an ll·year-

, :.': ''.:: �;�ij,:�:. . �� �� ��� �= 
·� - -�:f��{�(.� ��E:��:!�l;� � -�·::"'."�: ·�::1'�� _.� mun1ty leader and the · · · ·· ; �: police, that the body 

··:·j1 could be found in the · : , :.�- veld. 
· � :. ' . ·,;._ : ·· < : Soon the whole town· 
. .• . ' · snip was talking of a se­. :·ft, ria,l killer who was tar· 

� getmg schoolgirls in the .l neighbourhood. But the 
';.• j story ,appeared to be a ,, .. 

..,._...,..-:'-·''"� , .. :.-·r-

hoax. 
After the child re· 

lated the story to her ei· 
ders. a rumour that four 
children's bodies in 
school uniforms had 
been discovered near 
the local garage by a 
municipal worker 
spread through the 
community like wild· 
ftre. 

Some residents were 
convinced a serial killer 
was stalking their chil· 
dren. 

Shanaaz Abmanto 
(32), a member of the 
Lenasia South 
Community Committee, 
said the girl's claim was 
a hoax. 

She said the 11-year· 
old ran home to her par­
ents last week and told 
them she had seen a 
child's body in the veld 

while walking home 
with a six-year-old 
friend. The girl's mother 
then approached 
Ahmanto. 

MWhen the girl per­
sisted with the story, I 
phoned the police. The 
rumours started with 
the muti killings in 
Finetown. which oc­
curred several months 
ago. I suspect that the 
squatter kids spoke to 
the Lenasia kids and 
their imaginations ran 
wild." she said. 

Nobody found any­
thing, but some resi· 
dents are not convinced. 

Rehaan Ebrahim 
(33), who lives opposite 
the field, which 
stretches for about 
500 sq m. was convinced 
that police had found 
something, but were 

hiding it from the corn· \ 
m unity. 

"'''hey were here till 
late. There was a huge 
amount of Casspirs and 
police vehicles. I think 
they found something," 
he said. 

He added that what 
had convinced hlm was 
that police had ordered 
the council to cut the 
tall grass. Police had vis­
ited Lancaster Primary 
School which his chli­
dren attend. 

Ebrahim's nine-year­
old son came home with 
the news that his vice­
principal had appar­
ently warned them "to 
walk in groups, not to go 
out late or alone. and 
that there was a serial 
killer on the loose who 
was going to kill us 
when he catches us". 

r: -.-- -- ... �- .-.-� . 

11. 

') Co�ot�tJ�it9Sei�'"SW-!?..r .. �!J�!.9!Y��� �"'e .. c;� I , · John Mullln cated t e r r orist plot, the all over quickly." It turned Q ueen wearing a crown _: 

j townsfolk scoured their out that the difJerences be- seemed perfectly acceptable' 

A

COUNTERFEJTJNG � RQC:kets for fear they had tween t.be Ql.lecn's pronle on and becauae £1 notes hav; · scare centring on the £1" beerrduped. ·• · • the-coins were legal. been slow to disappear ln'the-
coin. seemed to the Derek Brien, aged. M, said: Indeed, they had been sane- province. it was more Cam-

. ··�people of Dromore, CAunty· "You know bow th1np· go tioned by her husband,- the ll.lar·to most people.· . . 
' .. _ Down. to be an audacious at� around in a small country chairman of the �oyal Mlnt•s RaJ�. Persaud, . a pay. 1·. . ' tempt t�strlke aHhe-fiCUJ'&"' ·town, and there watt-·s� advisory-·comlD.lttee. which chlatrt.st-et the--Uni"-tty.of. 

head of British rule. body lnsistin& the paramill· decided more than tlve years London Institute of P�hla.;-. _ The residents of one of the tarles were behind it. ago to replace the portrait of try, said: "Research has con­;�, :.' -..:� UK 's smallest c a thedral "A few people rushed Into the Queen on alllts coins. elusively shown }leOple. are 'Jp:Jt ·•' cities, founded almost 1,500 the shops and were trying to Out went Amold Machin's often unable to describe or 
-�··r ��: •: years ago, were baftled. It change thelr coins, but In the 1968 tiara portrait, to be recop.l.se details about items 
-�"• "- was the Queen's head which end we reallsed there were replaced by Raphael Mak- they see every day. 

worried them. Instead of just too many for them all to lout's 1985 crown portrait. "Rumours generally I · 
wearing a handsome upright be forgeries." Yet it was the earlier por- spread about matters over 1 . -
crown, ln some of.the coins Jaclde Reid, who runs Dro- trait, with its barely-nodce- which people are awdous -� �: • . 

. she seemed to be bereft of more's main news agency; able dara. which prompted it happens at the Stock Ex· · . 
anyforqaof headgear. said: "I had to taJte lt seri- the panic. chanse,.everyday." .·; 
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From Stave Xiddleton, Brighton. 

I like the magazine. It is good to see an unconventional/unpredictable 
approach to the odd process of the urban myth. 

I've also got a story for you which I heard about three years ago in 
Brighton from a friend who, of course, had been told it by someone else. 
I've no idea if this story is widespread, but I've never heard it or 
read of it since. My apologies if you already know it. 

A man, somewhere in the Brighton area, has procured a large tropical 
spider -- a bird-eating spider no less -- which he keeps in a glass tank 
in his living-room. For a while, he feeds the spider mealworms and 
suchlike, but he can't resist the temptation to see if the spider will 
live up to its name. So somehow or other <it was not stated how> he 
captures a sparrow and places it in the tank with the spider. The spider 
promptly kills and starts to eat the unlucky bird. The idiot owner is 

absolutely horrified at this. He freaks out. Can't handle it at all. He 
decides to dispose of the spider, but reckons he can't manage it on his 
own. He calls up a mate who comes around that afternoon. They take the 
spider in its tank into the back garden. The squeamish arachnid-fancier 
carefully opens the tank, while the other stands by with a garden spade 
raised. Vhoosh! The spider shoots out at great speed. The slow friend 
fails to clobber it and it disappears, free to roam the outskirts of 

brighten. 
Me and my friend speculated that if this story were true, the spider 

might last a long time, what with the hotter weather we'd been getting. 
Not long after, if I remember correctly, there were factual reports in 
the Brighton and Hove Evening Argus, of a harmless relation of the black 
widow spider thriving in various parts of Sussex. I wonder how many 
other stories with relation to climate change and introduced fauna is 
one likely to hear? So far I've heard nothing of poultry-killing spiders 
roaming the Downs. Come to think of it, I'm not entirely sure that bird­
eating spiders really do eat birds! Have you heard this story or one 
like it? <Editor: No I haven't, but have any readers? Anyone know if 
they do eat birds?> 

Another story, or rumour to be more accurate, I heard when I was in my 
mid-teens and living in Bradford. Not long after Peter Sutcliffe was 
finally arrested, I heard a few people claim that a particularly crass 
shopkeeper, somewhere in town,was trying to cash in by selling Peter 
Sutcliffe masks. I never found out where this shop was meant to be, and 
l don't recall any mention of this in the local paper, which you would 

have expected. The strength of feeling at the time was such that anyone 
being that tactless would have had their windows bricked. This was one 
of a number of rumours relating to the Yorkshire Ripper I Peter 
Sutcliffe case. 

Lastly, re Tait's Gallery <FF31>, the "wanking contest" story has 
appeared in a literary contest. Jean Genet refers to such a competition 
taking place in an inter-war French borstal or its equivalent in his 
novel "The Miracle of the Rose <1946>. The prize involved was a coin 
rather than a digestive or any other confectionery! 

. �: 
�i. 
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A SPORTSMAN who wa> un 
a lifc·>upport machine .;it<J 
being knocked out play1ng 
football later recovered -only 
to be killed playing cricket five 
weeks later. an inquest heard 
yesterday. 

Peter Hill {26), an engineer 
from Youlgreave, Derbys. was 
thrown to the ground with �ix 

Whl.tes put fat.th ������r���a!t���t;e
h

��a.g: 

(AI.cth u fr4.'$ � S..,r.,.,\ 
'22/,IH) 

in hippo grease I'Aii; ... ;;��·�: .... � 
fROM SAM KtlEY 

IN JOHANNESBURG 

ENGLAND'S footballers may have 
the healing hands of faith healer 
Eileen Drewery on their side. but 
the South African national team. 
known as Bafana Bafana. can 
harness the secrets of hundreds of 
African medicine men, who use lion 
fat and hippopotamus grease to 
enhance players· perfom1ance. 

Across Africa. men and women 
the colonial officials labelled "witch· 
doctors· have been enjoying a 
renaissance in popularity. In South 
Africa. whites are the fastest-grow· 
ing market ior purveyors of lotions 
and porions to enhance sporting. 
sexual and business performance. 

"At least 80 per cent of all South 
Africans go to a traditional healer 
before they go to a doctor. So we are 
the most important part of primary 
he-c�lthcare:· said Seth Seroka. the 
chairman of the African National 
Healers· Association. 

His consulting rooms. hung with 
dried monkey and reptile skins. 
could come from Rider Haggard·s 
King Solomon's Mines. "I can tell 
you that Bafana Bafana travel with 
a nanga (a male traditional healer). 
No one wants to come forward to 
say who il is. because obviously if 
they don't win or do well. then the 
healer will lose busim:ss." Or 

Haggard: African stories 
of adventure and sorcery 

K. M. Naidoo. a qualified doctor 
bur also a nanga and herbal 
S(X'Cialisl. owns a muti (medicine) 
shop next to the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange. He said the team's 
nanga would "be using a lot of his 
own special magic. as well as some 
we all know. Hippo fat rubbed on 
the legs is very good for strength." 

Dubbed rhe "'white witch,joctor 
of Africa" after the magic he worked 
.;caching West African sides. Phi­
�ppe Troussier. the Bafana Bafana jach. last week underwent a 

cleansing rirual presided ove
'
r by a l J a c k = 

sangoma. the female equtvalent of a l -
nanga. At Winnie Madikilela· , THE day before the surprise § 
Mandela's home. he washed his !announ ce m ent of Charlton § 
hands in the blood of a goat. : , A�hletic's Lennie Lawrenc e  as § 

White South Africans are beal' g • Mtddlesbrough's new manager, E 
hurried paths to the rooms f 1 a wonderful rumour swept the E 
famous nangas and sangom 1 town. § 
South Africa has between 250.00) ·1/ On� of the YTS lads had, § 
and 300.000 traditional healers. ;ge.nwnely, overheard club cap- § 
most of them recognised by Mr tain Tony M.o�bray . discussing � 
Seroka's organisation. By compari- • th�ew gsffer s tndenttty. : 
son there are only 30.000 doctors 1 !t he !:iJ�k��cp, thoug�: were E 
and 200.00) nurses. Tra�itional l. "manager." h a r lton and � 
healers have open� thetr own I By the end of the afternoon § hospttals. Now sancnoned by the i every pub io town had Big Jack § Governmen�. treannent by a nanga retunung in prodigal glory. § 
�n be clatmed on some ttealth -;:-:•.. ,.,_....,. . = 
tn��������:���lness we do with 

. · J�f"orthe1!1£cho;o 
whites is about their love lives. or l July 16, 1991 i 
about crime.· Mr Seroka said. .. .

. 
· ·.� ·:�.-;-:-:-

One satisfied customer is Unda 
De luca. owner of a plant nursery 
on the outskirtS of crime-infested 
Johannesburg.· For about £100 she 
took out "muti insurance". She did 
not have a burglary or vehicle 
problem for the two-year period 
guaranteed by Mr Stroka. 

There is a dark side to muti too. 
Scores of women alleged 10 be 
"witches" have been driven out of 
their homes. In Johannesburg. 
police are investigating the murders 
of sevtral children for body parts to 
be: used in medicine. 

t XAGIC SPONGE .. Staying non-League, success was credited by Cornwall's 

Porthleven FC to the unused sponge mascot at the front of the team bus. 

At Christmas, Bill Tearney received a DIY football fame kit: a bottle of 

bath potion with novelty sponge shaped like the FA Cup. �hen pressed it 

played the "Match of the Day" theme tune. They had bobbed through 

successive rounds of the FA Vase to reach the quarter-finals. The club 

was established 101 years ago, and Sarah Edworthy <D. Telegraph, 28/2/98 

-- and NO next week's issued didn't record who won> added that according 

to legend, a fisherman found a ball floating in the sea, brought it 

ashore and the first game of football was played on the beach. Villagers 

clubbed together and formed the team which until recently consisted 

solely of fishermen. 

cup 111aorv 
a glass act 
SOCCER t.n Peter· OoiMfty la SO PfOUd af , .. 
........ ybeadnll M&ftdleatet utd In tM FA 
Cup tMt he'• had tM 3-2 
-•llne.nddate =� hla Ill- l· 

' Peter, 42. ol Bolt- .,_; ·. 
o-r., SowUt Y...U, Mid: ; 
., ..... tfllhk , .... cnzy, 

t TITS OUTED. Your politically-incorrect mammaryologist editor even 

found an odd reference in Danny Baker's column <The Times, 4/4/98> , 

where a recent poll to discover which footballers had breasts like 

women, the top three votes were for John Hartson, Jan Xolby and Thomas 

Brolin. 

butu.tr-.-
wlll now be with,_ �' · 
'-vet.. TH£ SPORt-�· . Aprll28,1 .. 

- � .1: • . ,.'. : ['' : . 
.<··..; ... ·:<.� • . 
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K- ENNY DALGLISH slipped inJ 
the press room at St J ames' 
Park and sat down at the little 
desk next to the tea urn. Ranks 
of reporters pressed against 
the tape that prevented them 
from leaning o n  the desk itself. 

Beyond them, through the windows, drifted 
the sound of hundreds of fans berating 
Newcastle's board and i n  particular i ts  two 
errant directors. "You couldn ' t  score in  a 
brothe l , "  they sang, among other less pre· 
sentable ditties. 
less seriously,  there can be times when 

being celebrated for not saying very much can 
be turned to commerci a l  advantage.  The 
improbable notion of Dalgl ish as a compulsive 
chatterer, for instance , i s  behind hi� British 
.Teleeom tel.evisiou adve rtisement:  There is a 

· rur(>Ur - nO doubt Without foundatfon - Cir· I 
cu atmg in footbal l  circles which· suggests an . j 
even deeper irony. Dalgl ish's  schedule was so , 
hectic, the story runs , that some extra scenes .; 
for the advertisement had to be fil m ed using· ·a . 
' body double'  for Newcastle 's manager. It 's  
good to talk - but not if you have better 
things to do. 

· Buenos Aires: A torchlight procession 
of football  supporters dressed in  w hite 
marched s lowly into the stadium 
where a special mass was fol low�d by a 
rock concert. 

The ceremony was a l l  part of Racing 
Cll! b 's attempts to banish what they 
clatm are evil spirits who have 
prevented them winning the 
A rgentinian championship for 32 
years. 

More cynical observers believe tha t 
the p roblems at Racing, who are best 
remem bered in  Britain for an infamous 
World Club Championship defeat of 
Celtic in 1 967, are down to bad 
mana�ement and crippl ing debts. 

Racm�'s e�@ism p roceedings 
ended wtth a iffily against 
Colon . . .  who beat them 2-0. ().'"4 1-tq , 

2 t /ltH ) . 

i J.. '� 
. .... . rre\egra\> -� 
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FOOTBALL is a 
su%ers�tious old game in 
Be for shtre, where. 
Biggleswade Town are 
being urged to urinate in 
all four corners of their 
new pitch before 
relocating to Langford 
Road. --. · h 

The ground needs to be 
dug up and relaid because 

: _it  was used by travellers . 
• 7�� -a lavatory, a Mid­

Bedfordshire district · .  
� council .spokesman tells 
�eiffordshire on Sunday. 
: But the bizarre advice to 

urinate comes from the 
Peterborough United 

. boss, Barry Fry, who 
believes it could counter 
any curses that may or 
may not have been visited 
upon the site. · 

. :'.; "I don't usually believe 
: · in all that kind of stuff, 

but when I was in. charge 
at Birmingham we went 
three months without a 
win. I later found out that 
our ground had been used 
by gipsies," he said. The 
remedy to curses; real or 
imagined, is "peeing in 
the four corners of the 
p i tch", he added. "So I 
did - and we avoided · , 1  
relegation." · � - · .. :.}. .. . ·� -� 

A GIRLS' football 

team in Grosseto, 

Rome, has infuriated 

a local bishop by 

signing a sponsor­

ship deal with a 

condom factory. The 

girls will each have 

a picture of a king­

sized johnnie on 

their shirts. 

· r�+J,{:_ 

-· . .{ . 
� 
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Cuckoo in the Hoddle camp 
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH MAY 2, l998 

A N D so it g��s �n�Did G l;�n
·H�dd le

-;l'ay silly doc�ors and Tibetan mystics? 
beggars in Uri Geller's front parlour? Or did the Yet, when it comes to mumbo-jumbo, 
mind-bending spoon-bender imagine the whole Hoddle is still at level oqe. Fans of the 
thing? Does anyone - Hoddle and twaddle apart - Detroit Red Wings ice hockey team 
really care? throw octopuses into the arena for 

The England coach might be well advised to good luck, a sug!rstition which dates 
tread carefully, for if faith-healing spiritualist back to 19 2 when a local seafood 
Eileen Drewery can use prayer to stop restaurateur tossed one on to 
!an Wright scoring against I taly as the ice hoping the eight legs 
she claims ("to prevent crowd would inspire the Red Wings 
trouble " ,  so she says), then to the eight victories they 
heaven only knows what needed to win the Stanley 
mischief Geller might Cup. This they duly did. 
wreak on behalf of Rom- and so a ritual was up and 
ania, Colombia and Tunisia running.

---

at France 98 if his legal As far as the England 
wrangle with Hoddle resulted in camp's dealings in the 
him going over to the other side. · supernatural eo. I can do no 

Perhaps as a freakish sideshow to better than adapt David Frost's 
the World Cup, Live TV - the famous observation made in 
channel who brought us topless darts another context: a team of 
- could lock away Hoddle's two rival psychiatrists are tryinc to 
forces in a sealed room and invite them to discover what makes Glenn 
unleash their supernatural powers on one Hoddle tick. And, more 
another. A novel twist to the penalty · especially, what makes him go 
shoot-out. cuckoo every half-hour. 

But how. I wonder, did Stanley 
Matthews or Joe Davis, for example ,  ever 
get where they did in the old days 
without surrounding themselves with an 
entourage of voodoo women, witch-

Team spirit ... but Glenn 
Hoddle is a mere beginner 

-· · -- - - - -- �  ·-- . . . . _ . .  :. --· .. -· -·- -- -·- · -· �--"-- -�-- -----. - -. --- ---�-=::::. ..... ----. . --
• AURAL S I MULACRA.  A n  FF f a vou r i t e i s  mi shear i ng l eadi ng to b i zarre 
conseq u e nces. Legend has it t ha t  t he ashes oi t he ba i l s  used i n  
Austral i a ' s f i rs t  Test wi n o n  Engl i sh so i l  i n  1 892 were bu r ne d  and pu t 
i n  an u r n  to ma r k  t he " de a t h  oi Engl i sh c r i cke t . "  llow, Rose ma r y ,  Dowager 
Cou ntess of Darn l e y ,  says her mot he r- i n- l aw created t he Ashes when she 
b u r ned her ve i l  to ga i n  t he a t t e nt i o n s  at Engl and capta i n  I vo B l i g h .  Bu t 
• ve i l •  was mi sheard . < The Sport, 17/4/98> 

• HARDY COUNTR Y .  Grou ndhoppers are socce r non-League devotees who are 
more i nt e rested in wat ch i ng a game ra t he r  t ha n  i t s standard . Da v i d  
P owe l l  < The T i me s ,  1 1 / 4 / 98> notes t ha t  t h e y  have var i ou s  r i t u a l s :  o ne 
i ns i sts on touchi ng bot h c ross ba rs ,  a n o t h e r  on phot ographi ng t he corner 
f l ags. 

• TEE T I ME CRAZ E .  T h e  b u s i ness ma n  l i n i ng u p  a pu t t  on h i s  of f i ce carpe t 

i s  a s t oc k j oke of car t oons . Of f i ce go l f  is now t he l a t e s t  sport a nd i ts 

f i rst c ha mp i onsh i ps were he l d  i n  C h i cago, whe re 64 cont e stants were 

p i c ked f rom 300 compa n i e s  i n  order to p l ay for a pr i ze wort h t2 1 0 , 000 .  

CRICKET h aa  a Ions obses­

sion with lnidals. There 
was once Uttle chance of cap-

i��������!���i�������������!

llltalning a county unless one 

had three. Slegfrlecl Saaaoon 

was an expert on them and 

David Foot's enpgtnr book 
Beyond Bat and Ball. out on 

Monday, recounts an occa­
sion In 1953 when he took the 

C a m b rldce team out to 

dinner. 

THI! Vlctorta Partl plea provide .... nttal central heatln• to combat 
· the wlnda whlpplaC off the North Sea. · · 

Sassoon waa In mid-mono­

logue on pre-Ftrst World- War 

p layers' Initials when a 

waiter emptied a bowl of . 

soup over Swaranjlt Slnah. a 

Slk.h In the party from Fen· 

ner's. "Ob, Chrlstl'' someone 

cried In horror. Sassoon's · 
rejoinder was . lmmedlate: ! · 
"Let me see now. Christ J, • ··· · .  
wasn'ttt?" 

· · 

They're the alz• of a plate, with the Jumbo aauaace rolla (for once 
JuatltylnC the deacrlpUon) aa biC aa your hand. 

HartJepool haa tor yeara been the butt of many a Joke - Juat doa't 
maatl- tha m-key - but, a a fana with a biC appetite 
will find; aow: lt'a tar from hu-oua In U.. food 

· 
department. 

llatroa and reatauranta Una U.. atreeta and tha 
atadluiW tt .. lt I• a revelation • . 

Naw Hartlepool, aa local MP Peter Mandelaon mltht 
aay. . qU\f?l> IA-�J .�t l �i'j ��  

1S 
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L ETTERS TO AXBROSE KERION . Q. t7 -50 f or 4 .  Paya b l e  to Dav i d  Cornwa l l ,  
Psycho l ogy Sect i o n ,  De pt o f  Educat i on Stud i es ,  U ni vers i t y of 
Stra t hc l yde , J orda nh i l l  Campus ,  76 Sou t h brae Dr i ve , G l asgow, G13 l P P ,  
Sco t l a nd .  No . 1 1 .  Kurphy ' s  law;  tooth f a i ry ;  cha i n  l e t t ers ; Me n i n  
B l a c k ;  o f f i c �i t i a l s  bastardi sed . Book rev i e ws .  � a u l  
Sc ree ton f ocuses on t w o  recent mora l pan i cs -- a l copops/ t o t s  a n d  T V  
Te l e t u b b i es <at t he top of page 1 7  i t  shou l d  read " i t s  nose-noz z l e  knew 
coca i ne a buse" > .  Pri ncess D i ana dea t h  j okes suggest a na t i on far f rom 
conso l i dated in mo u rn i ng .  P l us or i g i ns of term " greml i ns" ; Guy Fawkes 
and bon f i re s ;  u pdates a nd press c u t t i ngs . 

MYSTERY MAGAZ I NE .  Sub t 1 0  f or 5 .  New paranorma l / Fortea n  ma g .  Cheques/ POs 
paya bl e to Myst ery Magaz i ne .  Address 48a Bri dge Stree t , Ki l l amarsh,  
De rbys . , S2 1  8AJ . !2..:.....!.:. P l e n t y  to i n terest f o l k l or i st s ,  i nc l ud i ng 
Vest Yorks b l ack pa n t he r  or " su pe r  ca t "  < a l so Scot t i sh ones > ; Spr i ng­
Hee l ed Jack in She f f i e l d ;  ast rona u t  Gordon Cooper i nt e r v i e wed on h�i s 
be l i e f  i n  a l i e ns and t he i r  spacecra f t ;  Edwi na Curr i e .  Lots of sma l l  
i t e ms .  � Du mb i d i ot ta l es ;  6 4  ghos t s  < more promi sed u p  t o  1 0 1 > ;  
Xe n i n  B l ac k ;  rept i l e  mot i vat i on ;  Ves t  Yorks crop c i rc l es ;  l i be l l ou s  pe t 
f ood c l a i ms ; skywa t c h i ng and U FO reports;  C h i nese drago n l ore ; tons of 
Fortean- s t y l e  sni p pe t s .  

XAGON I A .  Q.  I nt e r pre t i ng contempora ry v i s i on a n d  be l i e f . 4 i ssues t5 ; �s bi l l s .  Cheques paya b l e  to J oh n  R i mme r  on l y .  From J ohn Dee 
Cot tage , 5 James Te rrace , Mort l ake Chu rchyard , London SY 1 4  8HB.  � �· Pe t e r  Brookesmi t h  on t he pol i t i ca l  <and re l i g i ou s )  di me ns i on of 
u f o l ogy ; Peter Roge rson looks at books appe rt a i ni ng to the US s i e ge 
me ntal i t y ;  Rae l Fou ndat i on reve l a t i ons . � · J e nny Rand l es on 
Rend l esham Forest c l ose encou n t e r ;  Da v i d  S i v i e r  on re l i g i on ,  u f o l og y ,  
prophecy a n d  sport ; two f orgot ten U FO wr i te rs of 1 9 4 8  and 1 9 5 0  
resusc i tated,  o n e  o f  whom be l i eved f l y i ng saucers were p i l oted b y  
Xa rt ia n bee s .  I nte rest i ng cat nappi ng i n  Mou seho l e ,  Cornwa l l ,  f o l l owi ng 
chi ldre n ' s f i ct i on book ; a l so Pri ncess Di a na cu l t  f or ma t i o n .  No . 62 . 
Ear l y  evo l u t i onary specu l at i on whi c h  l eads i nd i rect l y  to the concept o f  
t he Greys ' f orm; aerodynami c des i gns i n  ear l y  pre h i s t or i c  c a v e  art and 
symbo l i c  cont ents f rom UFO di splay . A l so f or f o l k l o r i s t s  are notes on 
cri sppacket co l l ect i ng f or non- e x i s t e n t  cha r i table reason,  u r ba n  fox 
na p p i ng and sec ret u nde rgrou nd rai l wa y  ne t wor k .  

NORTHERI EART H .  Q.  4 i ssues t6 . Paya b l e  to Nort hern Ear t h  Mys te r i es 
Grou p .  F rom 10 J u b i l e e  Street , Myt hol mroyd , Hebden Br i dge , W. Yorks , HX7 
5NP . No . 68 . Be l g i u m ' s St Mort ;  we l l s ;  Gordon Har r i s  sugg-ests a l i e n  
ve h i cu l �vo l ve me n t  a t  Nazc a ;  anc i e nt sacred groves ; Cumb- r i a n  corpse 
wa ys . Book reviews and mi sce l l any.  �· A l i e n  <or augmented smal l 
nat i ve popu l a t i on >  B i g  Cat s ;  h i st or i c  sku l l  at Lanes pu b;  Preston 
eggrol l i ng trad i t i on ;  Devi l ' s  Arrows and Thornborough henge < c� ) . 
Jo . 7 0 .  Hummadruz sound i ngs ; prophe t i cwe l l s and spr i ngs ; ideol ogyof 
muse u ms ;  ABC ; mode r n  chant i ng i nduces passage t omb l i gh t  phenome na . 
� Hau nted Su nde r l and and J ohn Wes l e y ;  rol l i ng su n phe nomeno n ;  
hu mmadru z ;  eart hquake f o recast i ng .  � ·  Myt h i ca l  sove r i gn t y  
resonances i n  t he deat h  a nd f u neral of Lady D i a na ;  Loch T a y  deve l op­
me n t s ;  Rol l ri ght sa l e ;  we l l s c l eani ng ; f l y  agar i c  on gre e t i ngs cards ; 
hu mmadru z accou nt s ;  pre- h i stor i c  rock art ; Nat i ve Ame r i nd i a n  F l or i da .  
Jo . 73 . Sam Yatson st� l ks ABCs i n  York�ht�; ;- P h i l l i p  Hese l ton- rea��u�� 
l e y hu n t e rs they need not worry a bou t the c u r va t u re ot t he Har t h ;  
Stanton D r e w  d i scove r i es ;  a Nort humbe r l and pre h i st or i c  r i t u a l  comp l e x ;  
Bon f i re Ni ght spark l e rs as dows i ng L- rods l 

! THE LEY HUNTER. U K  t 1  t or 3 ;  $ 1 8 .  P . O.  B o x  258 , Che l t e n ham, GL53 O H R . 
� Pau l Jevereux ca l l s t or a t o t a l  d i sc e r n me n t  and obj ec t i v i t y  : n  
ge omanc y ;  e xampl es oi stra i ght l a ndscape l i ne s  a nd c l oc k w l sa t u neral 
pa t hs ;  mega l i t h i c  s i tes vanda l i sm pas t  a nd prese nt a nd S l t a  prot ec t i on 
<cant taaLlQ) ;  Port uguese -Spa n i sh s t one row; Stonehe nge and t he 
Har t l e pool pl aybus; L i nes Neol i t h i c  l a ndsc a pe ; U l ysse s ,  At l a nt i s  a nd a 
Cor n i sh l e y .  Abrasi ve book re v i e ws a nd mi sce l l a n y .  :� Ant i d�ta 
t o  newe r  t heor i s i ng by Eu gene Z i mme r ,  who wrot e  t or 1 LH u nd�r my ed l t ­
ors h i p ,  here reassessi ng astro - l eys i n  nor t he r n  Gau l ;  ou t - e t - the- body 
e xpe r i e nces a l so reassessed ;  ne w 
l i ght on Cerne Gi ant ; Y i scons i n e f f ­
i gy mou nds ; Swedi sh rock art ; a n  A b­
e rde e ns h i re archaeo l og i ca l  Di sne y­
l an d ;  1 997 TLH Moot . Col u mn i st s  on 

i!f/jjj 

I I 

"''-· 

t he c y be r-sha ma n ,  German Rol l r i ght 
conf u s i on a nd Pau l Scree t on on an 
I ta l i a n  sect wh i c h  seems t o  have muc h  
t o  o f f e r  eart h mysteri ans t hrough 
t he i r  ma ss i ve i nv i s i b l e  f au l t  l i ne 
temple . � . Met ro l ogy ; an u n­
b l i nkered l ook at archaeo l ogy;  L u nd y ;  
sacred space . Col u mn i s t s :  Pau l Scree­
ton on Lot t e r y  mi l l i ona i res a nd a U FO 
a u t hor f a l l en on hard t i me s ;  Mi ke 
Vh i t e f i nds there ' s  more t ha n  one 
rabbi t a wa y ;  and U l r i ch Mag i n  warns oi 
t a k i ng f l i ght l ege nds l i t e ra l l y .  

�: "Out�f..body experience or not, Mr Fisher . • •  stop looking ·'·'· ' ;  down my dress/" 

"------�.:;.;.:.:::�----1 � ::  

N- MAG RAG . Q. Ne ws l e t t er of Nor t he r n  Mys t e r y  A n i ma l s  Gro u p .  t5 f or 4 .  
Paya b l e  t o  J C Tai t .  Address : Rose t ree Cot t age , Thropt o n ,  Xor pe t h ,  
Nor t hu mbe r l and , NE65 7 H A .  1!£:.._!; Su mma r y  o f  Nort h u mbe r l a nd mystery � i g  
cat s l i st i ng ;  p i ne martens a l i ve and we l l ;  cu t t i ngs f rom va r i ou s  
news papers.  No.  S . A f ar me r  wr i t es on Gramp i an ABCs ; Ke l l as c a t s ;  

conn� be twe e n  Nor t h u mbr i a ' s l egendary " worms" a n d  t h e  

CHRON I C L E .  t7 f or 4 ;  $ 1 5 ;  samp l e  t2 / $5 .  U K  c heques onl y ,  
¥ �.��J J -p�a�y�a�b�l�e��t�o�D�r�a�g�o�n7• �s�Head Press . Ove rseas cash o n l y - - US dol l ars or 

st e r l i ng .  From PO Box 3369 , London SW6 6J N .  � · Ch i nese a nd 
Europea n dragon l egends compared ; c rocod i l es ,  monst e r  l i zards a nd 
pa ranormal beas t s ;  " dragon bones" and allllDOn i t e s ;  French dragon f est i va l ; 
Tol k i e n  tarot ; Roma nian sky myt h .  Short s t or i es , poe ms ,  I nterne t  s i te s ,  
mag� i s t i ng and book rev i e ws . 

STR A NGE MAG AZ I N E .  J!Q......l.Z . Thorou gh i nvest i ga t i on i nt o _ Twice yearly. Pat t e rson Bi gi oot I i l m  and whe t her a ma ke - u p  man made g�e9�u�� ro�04. i�fr..fi;.'k t he monst e r ;  Fe l l 1 ni '  s f i l ms ;  a US 1 9 4 9  sec ret UFO i n- Chorvlnsky" .  Address: ve n t i on f i asco ; cryptozoo logy ga l or e  f rom Kar l Shu ke r .  P O  Box 2246, Rockville. 
Book r e v i e ws .  No . 1 8 .  Yarmi nster i n  t he S i xt i es reass- Marylan�. �11. USA. 
essed ; mu t a t e d  e�rm squ i d s  swi mDd ng a rou nd i n  an o i l e mu l s i on p i t  
of t o x i c  waste ;  Gri m  Reaper encou n t e r s ;  c r y pt oz oo l ogy ; ghost stor i es ;  
l i zard peo p l e  u nder Los A nge l e s .  

JORTH8RI U F O  NEWS. New su bs c r i bers t6 for 6 i ssues . New address : 1 
Ha l l st eads C l ose , Dove H o l es , Bu xt o n ,  Der bys . , SK 1 7  8BS .  Chequ e s  paya b l e  
t o  Jor t hern UFO News. Jo.  1 7 6 . Car l i s l e  Foo t ba l l  C l u b  c ha i rma n ' s UFO 
contac t  f u rore ; f a l se rept i l i a n  a l i e n i n  I srae l ;  La nes a nd L i nes mystery 
t r i a ngu l a r  a i rcraf t ;  Peak D i s t r i c t  i mpact zone search < u pda ted 111) ; ma n  
i n  b l ac k . Book rev i e ws ,  s i gh t i ngs a nd f o r t hcomi ng e ve nt s .  � ·  
Ed i t or J e nny Randles cha l l e nges t he e t h i cs o t  p u b l i shers Or b i s  t o  
recyc l e  1 7 - year-o l d  art i c l es f rom The U ne xp l a i ned i n  books suggest i ve l y  
u p  t o  dat e ;  Rendl esham Forest r e v i s i ted . Ma g  rev i e ws re t u r n .  �· 
Je nny Rand l es on the enemy wi t h i n  u f o l og y . 

. � ; . . . 



FORTEAB T I KES. News-stand . t2 . 50 .  � ·  I JFO i nvest i ga t ors vani sh i ng . 

or whose dea t hs are susp i c i ou s ;  u f o l ogy a nd ant i -gr av i t y  i n  F i n l and ; 

st i gma t i cs ;  h u n t e rs '  i na b i l i t y to shoo t /  capt u r e  a B i g f oo t . For u m  con­

t r i but ors l ook a t  u f o l ogy in t he UK, USA and Corn i s h  eart h l i ghts.  

Revt (s ,  l e t t e rs a nd wor l dw i de we i rdness rou nded u p .  �· Lake 

monst e rs l a test ; Papa l specu l a t i on ;  UFO photos ana l ysed ; d i sa ppo i nt i ng 

For u m  sec t i on ,  e xcept for Kar l  Shuker on whi te bu f f a l oe s ,  bu t what has 

S t e ve Hol land ' s movi e  p i ece to do wi t h  Forteana ? ! ? �· Pau l 

De vereu x ' s gu i de to ear t h l i gh t s ;  I correspo nded wi t h  Barry K i ng i n  t he 

Se ve n t i es a nd now Andy Robe r t s  t u r ns the spot l i ght on " The Vo i ce " ; 

Crea t i o n i sm t r i u mp h ;  g i a n t  sa l a ma nd e r s ;  catna pp i ng ;  a c u l t  su i c i de 

p i ece by Les P r i nce w h i c h  is t he b i ggest l oad of c r a p  I ' ve read for 

yanks, par t i cu l a r l y  i n  compar i son to Ma rgaret J e r v i s  who does a f i ne j ob 

demo l i sh i ng Sa t a n i c  c h i l d  a buse myt h s ;  Drac u l a  c e n t e nary wee k e nd .  � 
� P r i ncess D i ana ; e l ec t ro n i c  vo i ce phenomena ; 1 997 crop c i rc l es ;  

e xot i c  escapees reca p t u r e d  or shot ; Roswe l l  <yawn> ; mystery a i rcraf t ;  

h u ma n  b i t e r s ;  mystery wha l e .  � · M i nd t he ga p !  be t we e n  f ac t  and 

f i c t i on ,  pe rhaps t h e re are subte r ranean can n i ba l s  i n  London o r  j ust a 

Xi c hae l Moorcoc k f i c t i on ,  l i ke He nry Ma y he w ' s t a l e  of seven p i gs ,  wheras 

here K i chae l Goss suggests some ca p i ta l  i deas a bou t u nderstand i ng u r ba n  

l ege nds . A l so :  t h u nde r b i rd p h a n t o m  pho t o ;  trans i e nt l u nar phe nome na ; 

mu l t i p l e  b i rt h my t h s .  Foru m :  l i ke l y  new D i a na cu l t ;  R i chard Dawk i ns '  

arroganc e ;  I r i sh U F O  f l a p ;  ce l e br i t y u f o l og i st s ;  Roswe l l  and 

consp i rac i es ;  whe re have a l l  the sec rets gone ? No . 106 . Fasc i na t i ng 

i nqu i ry i nt o  t h e  rac i a l  o r i g i n of the Me l u ngeons of USA ' s Appa l ac h i ans ; 

a l l you ever needed to know a bou t f i sh f a l l s ;  can h u ma n  consc i oussness 

cha nge the pe r f o r ma nc e  characte r i st i cs o f  ma c h i nes? ; how t o  shr i nk huma n  

beads . Foru m: C S I COP ru b b i s he d ; Pat terson B i gfoot r u mours mi l l ;  

t r i c kst e r  art i s t r y ;  mov i e s ;  A f ghan mi l l e n i a l i sm ;  a l i e n  a bduc t i on .  � 
!27 · Pa u l  De ve r e u x  & P e t e r  Brookesmi t h  on a < poss i b l y  a bsu r d >  

neu ropsych i a t r i st ' s  i nvest i ga t i on o f  a cor robora t i ve a bduct i on case ; 

ove r v i e w  of t he l i f e a nd wor k  of Y i l be l m  Re t c h ;  myst e r i e s of a H i g h  Peak 

va l l e y .  For u m :  poss i b l e  sec ond Lays ' ape photograph ; nu me r o l o g i ca l  

de v i l t r y ;  For t ' s sc i e nt i f i c me t hod ; pos i ted U K  UFO h oa x .  N o .  108 . Of 

enormous i nt e rest to you r e d i tor was J oe KcMa l l y ' s s t ate-of - p l a y  
tempora l l o be e p i l e psy assess me n t ;  t he " spook i n  the compu t e r "  case and 
a t t enda nt me d i a / paranor ma l i st i nt e rest a na l ysed ; b i rds as d i nosau rs 
hypo t h e s i s  a i re d .  US-or i e nt e d  F o r u m :  co-ope ra t i on i n  US u f o l og y ;  dead 
common Hol l ywood ; A me r i ca n  we rewo l ve s ;  cowboys , I nd i a ns and a l i e ns ;  

t ra ns i st ors a s  a l i e n  bac kwards e ng i nee r i ng .  N o .  1 0 9 .  Y e i rdness 

i nc l udes toad mu t i l a t i on s ; doomsday cu l t ;  1 850s wi nged me n  on Moon 
l e gpu l l / sa t i re +  many o t he r  hoax examp l e s ;  Mexican h oc ke y- pu c k  shaped UFO 
wave . Foru m :  cu r r e n t  sta t e  o f  UK u f o l ogy ; Ashtar ' s  be l i evers;  pseudo-
me l a n i sm in t i ge r s .  No . 1 1 0 . Tu r i n  Shrou d ;  is J esus bu r i ed i n  J a pa n? ; 

Be t t y  & Barney H i l l  a bduc t i o n .  Foru m: s ha mrock myt h ;  u f o l og 1 c a l  

" de ra nged o l d  f raud" co l one l ;  conspi racy t heory ; n e ga t i ng a n t hrax;  Loch 

Ness monste r .  

COCK-UP ! Du e  t o  a n  over s i ght spotted as I was a bo u t  t o  send F F  t he 

pr i nt e r s ,  the r e l e va n t  r e f e r e nc e s  mi ssi ng f or pp6 / 7  a r e : < 1 >  TBXS 

News l e t t e r ,  A u gu s t , 19Q5 ; <2 > Wee ke nd T e l egraph.  25 / 3 / 9 5  a nd FF26 , 

< 3 >  Da i l y  Sta r ,  2 3 / 8 / 96 > . 
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THE U N EXPLAINED 
By De Karl P N Shuker 
BEST known as Britain's foremost 
cryptozoologist, Shuker here· widens his scope 
to produce a large format illustrated guide to . 
paranormal mysteries. 

Shuker writes with enthusiasm, authority 
and not a little scepticism as he deals 
continent-by-continent with a wide range of 
subjects, including UFOs, crop circles, 
mystery beasts , weeping statues, lost 
continents, frog falls, enigmatic persons, and 
so on. 

The format is novel and thankfully rather 
than a Mgoshl wowl" aproach, subjects are 
treated rationally and where he believes there 
to be fallacy or fraud he explains so with hard ' 
facts. 

As the front cover candidly boasts - the 
truth is in here. 
(Carlton, £1 6.99) 
A HISTORY OF C H RISTIANITY 
By Owen C hadwlck 
A WELL-ROUNDED overview of the spread of 
Christianity from being an obscure Jewish sect 
to its uneasy relationship with the state 
�eformation, Protestant wor1< ethic and

' 
on te 

European decline, birth control, women priests 
and TV evangelism. Altogether an · 
illuminating and readable history book. 
(Phoenix, £14,99) 
MYSTERIOUS SCOTLAND 

· By M lchael Balfour 
THIS splendid Scottish heritage book with 
fulsome research and sumptuous illustration 
evoked memories ofthe reviewer's week's 
perambulations of Aberdeenshire's recumbent 
st�ne cicles and a magical sojourn on 
Bemeray opposite the farm where our current 
bonnie Prince Charles stayed. . .. . . 

Baifour's weird and wonderful accounts . 
. begin with the mystery of the circle builders, 

Plctish sy.mbols and Stone of Scone . .  
Folowing chronology, the book then covers _, 

such riddles as travellers' tales, field sports, 
· 

secret Edinburgh, whisky galore, island . 
mysteries, loch Ness Monster, murders- -· :. · 
superstition� and ev�n a plaque (In the �rong ., 
place and s1nce stolen) marking where a .  . . . 
forester was attack by flying saucer 'denlzeh'sl ' · 

T�o much general history and topography, 
too little real mystery. . . ... . .  _,_ . .... . . - :·. �;;,;. 
(Ma instream Publ ish ing, �17.50L. .. - . . �� 
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GHOSTLY TALES & SINISTER STORIES O F  
OLD EDINBURGH 

. 

By Alan J Wllson, Des B rogan and Fran k  
McGra l l 
FEUDS, assassinations, torture, riots, 
revenge, adultery, suciclde . . .  all human folly 
and inhumane behaviour is here, along with 
the discamate, such as Johnny One-Arm 
King Oavid and phantom stag and headl�ss 
woman. 

Also here are body snatchers Bur1<e and 
Hare, industrious witches, pickpocket Jean 
Brash, villainous Deacon Brodie and tiny 
coffins on Arthur's Seat. 

More than 1 00 tales reeal the darker side 
ofgenteel Auld Reekie's history. 
(Mainstream Publishing, £4.99) 
COMPANION TO THE COSMOS 
By John Grlbb ln  
COMET Hale-Bopp had people skywatching 
who would never previously have considered 
outer space. 

After an extended introduction setting out 
current knowledge of the universe, the author 
cov�r� the Big Bang, black holes, gravity, 
relatiVIty and so on, in feature articles, shorter 
�ntries and biographies of the scientists. 
(Phoenix Giant, £1 1 .99) 
THE UNDERGROUNDMAN · 
By Mlck Jackson 
THIS first novel worl<s on several levels, being 
based upon a real, eccentric duke who built a 
massive tunnel system beneath his estate. 
. The hero may fear the outside world to a 

degree, but he also has a paranoid view of 
what he carries inside himself. 

A total hypochondriac, towards the book's 
close he trepans himself, creating a hole In his 
head - like emerging from his tunnels - he 
releases himself. 
· Yet the denoument is even more horrific. 

Structured as an alternation between the 
duke's journal and servants' eyewitness 
accounts, the latter rationalise the duke's 
doings. 

A serious ·and colourful novel, it is . 
craftsmanlike and absorbing despite vlrtUI�IIy 
no plot. True tunnel vision. 

· 

( Picador, £15.99) · 



A CONFUSED pelican 
la parchlnc on a 

talaphona pole In 
the Norwe&lan 

mountain town of 
Trysll wlllla lt 
trlaa to find 
Ita b .. rlnca. 

The bird Is 
1,200 mllea 

• north ot the Madltet· 
ranaan, Ita nonnal home. But axperU 
aay lt will aurviYa - proYidad lt can ,. .. , ... nut _,.,lr.h w�tv I• "nttth 

A FARMER who clalma 
ha can apeak SNAKE 
LANGUAGE plans to IIYe 
for a racord-braaklnt 
weak with 100 of the 
poisonous raptllaa In a 
&la•• room. 

Boonruant Buachan, 
29, uld aa ha climbed 
In with the hlsslnc Slds 
In a Bant\lok shopplnt 
mall yaatarday; "We are 
frlanda. Wa understand 
each other.• 

Ha aald ha was mora 
worried about catchlnc 
a cold from the air· 
condltlonlnC than the 
fanta of cobru and 
othar deadly anakas 
that will allthar OYer him 
for the next MYan daya. 

Boonruanc, who 
clalma ha waa a anaka 
In a former llfa, Is 
attamptlnc to break an 
unofflolal world record 
by ataylnc In tha tank 
with the raptllaa for a 
full weak. 

&f(kd COpl 
are inuutiscti'W afU!r 
a wom011 taking a 
11roll found an 8{1 Wf18 
pytlwn lyif18 dead 011 a 
beach Mar Jiayli'W ls· 
lend, Jiants, �studay. . 

' A •pokuman said: 
"TT�re u na euuunce to , 
S1488Ut it was washed 
up 011 the •here but we 
are clueles• as to how it 
got there becou.se it ik 
wme dUtance from ·the 
nt'OreSI houses. • 

P r i n t e d  bv Em.i a y ,  1 7 L a n g ba n k  Avenu e , R i se Park , N ot t i ngham 


